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MIN 15-02 
 
Clerk to WFPC: Andrew Harrison, PO Box 15, WEYMOUTH, DT4 8DS 
   Tel 01305 815866 Fax 01305 791062 

  Email andrewharrison@ajharrison.org.uk  
 

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 18th February 2015 at Monkton Village Hall at 7.00pm 
 

 
1. PRESENT & APOLOGIES: 

Present: Chair – Ms J. Webster. Councillors; Mr R. Williams, Mrs Y Doble, Mr C. Foot, Mr C. Norman, 
Mr D. Read. 
Dorset County Council: -. West Dorset District Council: Mr S. Slade. 
Clerk to the Parish Council: Andrew Harrison. Apologies: Mr A. Miller, Mrs S. McSevney, Mr A. 
Walters, Mr A. Canning, Mrs M. Miller. 
Representing RPS Group: Mr Richard Boother 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS.  
 

2.1. Cllr Foot declared an interest in items 7.2 and 7.5. 
 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING of 19th November 2014 - the Minutes were accepted by the 
Council and signed as being correct by the Chair. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
 

4.1. All matters arising were dealt with in the agenda. 
 

5. COUNTY AND DISTRICT UPDATE 
 

5.1. Cllr Slade updated the Council on a number of issues: 
 

5.1.1. North Dorset District Council would be joining the shared services partnership already in place 
between West Dorset District Council and Weymouth & Portland Borough Council. All three 
local authorities would share a chief executive and officers. 
 

5.1.2. The planning application at McDonalds at Monkey’s Jump (see below) had been approved. While 
one extra parking space had been created by the works this was not really enough. McDonalds are 
going to work with the Duchy of Cornwall to try and find extra land for more car parking. 
 

5.1.3. The play area at Littlemoor had not progressed much further. Cllr Slade believed it would be best 
if led by the Parish Council but left for others to run. There was some discussion as to how the 
liabilities of the Council would be discharged, namely the groundworks, fencing, signage and 
purchase of equipment (capital expenditure that might be funded from grants/contributions), and 
increased insurance premium and maintenance (both ongoing revenue expenditure and funded 
directly from the precept). 
 

Cllr Norman noted that future development at Littlemoor might create the possibility for a section 
106 (developer contributions) agreement to provide a play area. 
 

Cllr Slade had produced a draft letter which could potentially be used to gauge support for the 
play area. 
 

5.1.4. The local plan process continued, following the examination in public which took place towards 
the end of last year. It was thought that the process may well run until November 2015. 
 

6. PLANNING, ROADS AND FOOTPATHS 
 

6.1. Presentation by Richard Boother, RPS Group. The Chair welcomed Mr Boother to the meeting. Mr 
Boother introduced himself as a town planner working for RPS Group, who represented the Littlemoor 
Development Consortium (formed of Gonville and Caius College as the major landowner and another 
private landowner). 
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He recognised the Parish Council’s objections and made reference to WFPC’s representations to the 
local plan process, both in writing and Cllr Norman’s verbal representation at the examination in 
public. The inspector’s report is due over the summer and RPS had intended to wait until then before 
producing any plans, however WDDC were concerned about the possibility of lots of speculative 
development plans in the absence of the ‘master’ local plan, and had encouraged the drawing up of 
masterplans for areas where this was possible. 
 

Mr Boother spoke about the context in which the land north of Littlemoor Road had been referenced 
in the old Regional Spatial Strategy of 2007/8, WDDC’s Urban Extensions (‘Halcrow’) report of 
2008, WDDC’s ‘Options for Growth’ paper of 2009 and the draft local plan of 2012. 
 

He continued that WDDC were on the verge of introducing the requirement for development 
masterplans, hence the production of their plan. There was some uncertainty about the requirement for 
provision of a school within the development at this point. 
 

As part of the masterplan various studies had been carried out, namely: initial transport assessment, 
initial landscape and visual impact assessment, topographic survey, tree survey, archaeology survey 
and a phase 1 habitat survey (newts and badgers had not been found at the time but this could of 
course change. Still to come was a geophysical survey. 
 

If the residential units allocation was confirmed they might look to place an outline planning 
application over the course of the summer. They would then need to carry out a full environmental 
impact assessment which would take approximately three months. Public consultation events would be 
held in and around Littlemoor, to be advertised by leaflet drop and in the local press. Mr Boother then 
presented the masterplan. This was followed by some discussion and some questions, summarised 
below: 
 

WFPC question Richard Boother response 
Cllr Norman 
Cllr Webster 

Queried road capacity and 
water runoff 

Traffic counts for each junction have not yet 
been done. It should be remembered it is a 
heavily constrained borough. 
 
Water runoff needs to be focused on 
infiltration although this may not meet the 
requirement. Runoff can be attenuated to 
release at the greenfield runoff rate. 

Cllr Norman What type of school is 
planned? 

At this point a primary school, but it was 
initially thought to be a first school. This 
could change. 

Cllr Norman If a school is eventually not 
required will there be a push 
for more housing? 

No, that would be a departure from the 
requirement. 

Cllr Norman Height of proposed business 
units 

No more than double storey. 

Cllr Webster Will the business units 
generate HGV traffic? 

It might produce some but it will be a mixed 
use development. 

Cllr Norman Height of proposed residential 
units 

Probably two storey. Planners often like 
some taller town house style properties, 
probably not suitable here. 

Cllr Norman Street lighting A lighting assessment will be carried out. A 
conceptual lighting scheme will then be 
drawn up to reduce lightspill. 

Cllr Norman Tree provision – Natural 
England wanted to have 
landscaping in place and 
grown before development. 

A discussion will be held on whether or not 
this can be phased. 

 
6.2. West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan. The Clerk outlined the current status of the local 

plan. The inspector’s examination in public took place over three weeks from 25th November last. 
While WFPC’s written submissions had been lodged, Cllr Norman also attended and spoke at the 
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examination. 
 

6.3. Littlemoor play area. It was generally agreed that this had been dealt with in item 5.1.3. 
 

6.4. A352 at Whitcombe. The Clerk had drafted a letter to be sent to Oliver Letwin regarding this matter. 
 

6.5. DCC – Dorchester Road Improvement Scheme. The Chair informed the Council that a response had 
been sent to DCC regarding the proposed alterations to Dorchester Road north of Littlemoor Road, 
and that the responses were being considered. There was some discussion about how traffic calming of 
this section of road would impact closures of the WRR following accidents. The Clerk undertook to 
enquire about this. 
 

6.6. DCC – Highways capital programme 2015-15. The Chair outlined the contents of this document, 
which were noted. 
 

6.7. DCC – Delivering Dorset’s Economic Potential. The Chair outlined the contents of this document, 
which were noted. 
 

7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
Full details of planning applications and decisions can be viewed at: 
http://webapps.westdorset-dc.gov.uk  
 

7.1. WD/D/15/000078 – Installation of one 0.6 metre diameter dish antennas on the existing 45.0 metre high 
tower, ARQUIVA TRANSMITTING STATION, BINCOMBE DOWN, BINCOMBE. New application for 
discussion, for two antennas to relay DAB digital radio transmissions between two other transmitting 
sites. No objection. 
 

7.2. WD/D/15/000037 – Use as a dwelling, BAYARD FARM, BAYARD BARN, BINCOMBE. New 
application for discussion. The previous application was withdrawn. No objection. Cllr Norman 
proposed that this application be welcomed as the return to residential use of a former dwelling, 
seconded Cllr Doble, carried unanimously. 
 

7.3. WD/D/14/002634 – Relocation of the Weymouth & Portland 'pineapples' from Weymouth park & ride 
to new positions adjoining the A354 (one to each side) nr Down Farm, close to the boundary between 
Weymouth & Portland Borough & West Dorset District (Full), LAND NR DOWN FARM ADJOINING 
A354 WEYMOUTH RELIEF ROAD, RIDGEWAY, BINCOMBE. No objection from WFPC, approved by 
the WDDC planning committee on 20th February. 
 

7.4. WD/D/14/002122 - Refurbishment of restaurant and car park, including installation of new full height 
windows and automated entrance doors, with the construction of a new corral, dry store and patio area 
(Full), MCDONALDS RESTAURANTS LTD, BRIDPORT ROAD, MARTINSTOWN, DORCHESTER, 
DT2 9DL. No objection from WFPC. This application was approved on 13th February. 
 

7.5. WD/D/14/001962 – Conversion and Extension of Barn and Former Dwelling into a Dwelling and Office 
for a Farm Manager and the Erection of a Farm Building (Full), BAYARD BARN, BAYARD FARM, 
BINCOMBE. WFPC had no objections, withdrawn on 17th December 
 

7.6. WD/D/14/001963 – Build two homes with garages next to the existing house (Outline), COOMBE 
FARM, CHAPEL LANE, UPWEY, BINCOMBE, WEYMOUTH, DT3 5NB. WFPC objected on the basis 
of surface water runoff and the current road condition of Chapel Lane. Refused by WDDC on 26th 
November 2014. 
 

7.7. WD/D/14/002410 – Modify Section 106 agreement dated 25th August 1999 (Modification and 
Discharge of Planning Obligation), WHITCOMBE BARN FARM, WHITCOMBE, DORCHESTER, DT2 
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8NL. WFPC objected to this application. Still under consideration. 
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

8.1. Elections – The Clerk explained that town and parish council elections would take place this year at 
the same time as the general election and local authority elections. Notice of election would formally 
be given on 16th March. Nomination papers would be sent out, to be returned to South Walks House 
by 4pm on Thursday 9th April. The cost of elections, the polling cards and the advertising would once 
again be met by WDDC. 
 

8.2. WDDC – Review of election charges from 2019. The Chair explained that due to ongoing budget 
reductions, WDDC were proposing that the funding of parish and town council elections was no 
longer sustainable, and that from 1st April 2019 they proposed to recharge the costs of both ordinary 
and casual vacancy elections back to parishes on a cost recovery basis – i.e. the costs for elections in 
2019 would be recovered in the financial year 2020-2021. This would mean that parishes have to 
directly raise the costs of each election from the precept. The Chair set out the proposed cost structure, 
and noted a recent article on the Dorset Echo in which Bridport Town Council objected to the changes. 
 
There was some discussion. Cllr Williams stated his belief that these costs should be met from a 
common pool held by WDDC, and not loaded on the individual. He continued that the individual 
should not have to pay a premium for a contested election in their area and proposed a motion to 
respond to WDDC in this manner. Cllr Norman seconded this. Five in favour, one against, carried. 
 

8.3. Boundary Commission – review of  DCC ward boundaries. The Chair outlined the current status of the 
review. No changes were proposed to Linden Lea (WFPC’s county electoral division) at this stage. 
 

8.4. NALC – Local government financial settlement. The Chair outlined the contents of this document, 
which were noted. 
 

8.5. Greenhill Barton fingerpost update. The Chair informed the Council of Mr Jones’ thanks for the grant 
to fund the paint, now received. 
 

8.6. DCC Consultation – library opening hours. The Chair outlined the contents of this document, which 
were noted. 
 

8.7. Dorset CCG – review of health services in Dorset. The Chair outlined the contents of this document, 
which were noted. 
 

9. INTEREST AND INFORMATION 
 

9.1. No additional matters were raised. 
 

10. TREASURERS REPORT 
 

10.1. Accounts 1st November – 31st January – these were circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  
 

10.2. Precept for financial year 2015-16. The Clerk informed the Council that the, further to discussions at 
the last meeting, a figure of £2610 had been put forward, a saving on last year of £40. Receipt of the 
request was acknowledged by WDDC. 
 

11. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. No members of the public were present. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 20th May 2015 
 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


